The rate is twenty cents for the first quarter of a mile, and five
cents for each subsequent quarter of a mile, which works out at
something over two cents per block. Perhaps it is the greater dis-
tances that make this means of transport seem more expensive than
any other in the world.
IV
The entertainment value of shopping in New York is the best in
the world. The big department stores are full of surprises and new
inventions. The souks of India and Morocco are no more fascinating
than the stalls at Macy's, where copies of expensive foreign items can
often be obtained for a pittance. It is the place for people with
Carrier tastes and Trois Quartiers means. Cocteau talks of the
inspired rubbish in the drug-stores. Books and medicines are cheaper
there than at the chemist's or the library. Hammacher Schlemmer
produces a fantastic variety of household inventions: a Rotissant,
electrically operated, which automatically cooks, bastes and turns
a fowl; the newest in glass Drip-Drip coffee-makers; a food mixer
which electrically mixes everything from cake batter to mashed
potatoes; and an alarm clock beside the bed which in waking one in
the morning automatically closes the window while simultaneously
the coffee pot boils.
Third Avenue is teeming with antique shops that have been
promoted from junk shops to become gaudy editions of their 57th
Street superiors. Lower Fourth Avenue is devoted entirely to book
shops, row on row of them. Clothes, made for garage mechanics,
stevedores and dock labourers, are as inexpensive as they are
romantic at the various branches of the Army and Navy Stores:
Michelangelo himself might have designed the football sweaters, the
coloured leather jackets and the elaborate wind-breakers. From the
shop that sells only books on the history of boxing, from the butterfly
store, from the popcorn and nut counters (perhaps with the image
of Abraham Lincoln in pecans) to Duveen's collection of tapestry
brought from Pavlosk, and the Hammer Galleries' treasures of
Imperial Russia, New York shops provide a display that dazzles the
European visitor.
The window-dressing is one of the city's chief features. The
displays at Lord and Taylor's or Bonwit Teller's have brought about
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